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regime was also introduced into Barbados. Two great elder
statesmen were lost to the Colonial world by the death this
year, full of years and honour, of Lord Lugard and Sir Frank
Swettenham.
With the change of governments at home. Col. Oliver Stanley
had given way as Secretary of State first to Mr. George Hall,
who on being elevated to the peerage was succeeded by Mr.
A. Creech-Jones. A great scheme of reorganization of recruitment
and training for the Colonial Service was also carried through,
and Colonial welfare activities were greatly extended. A much-
needed refonn was the setting up of a Directorate of Colonial
Surveys, and an important White Paper was issued on mining
development policy, which was brought more closely under the
control of the Colonial Governments, a Mining Adviser being
also appointed to assist the Secretary of State. Following upon
the new constitution for Malta, a constitutional instalment and
a development plan were inaugurated in Cyprus, despite a local
movement for union with Greece. The only unsatisfactory
problem is that of Palestine which after increased disorders and
irreconcilable claims by Arabs and Jews, has been submitted to
the United Nations, and the British mandate terminated.
The Colonial Office itself had long been cramped for accom-
modation, and finally a Bill was passed through Parliament
securing a spacious site in Westminster facing the Abbey upon
which to erect a new Colonial Office, which apart from adminis-
trative facilities will have scope to become a true Colonial Centre
in the heart of lie Empire.
Only the outstanding events of the past few years have been
indicated here; there have been many more developments,
especially in the economic and the civil aviation fields, and many
more are in train. Within the next decade, probably a great
transformation will have been wrought in the Colonial sphere,
not only as regards British but also other Colonial territories,
and by the time a new edition of this work is called for, it will
be a very different Colonial world that will have to be recorded.
The end of a dependent Empire and" the pattern of a greatser
Commonwealth will be in sight.